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YOUNG ARTISTS SHOWCASE

REVELATIONS

Artist: Glen C. Davies

wine, food, friends, the arts
Spring is here and that means the Decatur Area Arts Council will again wel-
come nearly 600 people to Corks & Forks for an evening of fine wine and 
notable cuisine from the area’s finest food establishments and caterers. 

Hosts Jim & Tammy Ashby 
and Kevin & Terri Hinton 
invite you to join friends and 
neighbors for the premiere 
social event of Decatur’s 
spring season. Celebrate this 
terrific annual fundraiser 
while supporting the work 
of the Decatur Area Arts 
Council. 

The Decanter Fine Wine and 
Spirits is again coordinating 
the wine selections, with 
a portion of the evening’s 
wine sales benefiting the 

Decatur Area Arts Council.  Nearly 30 culinary presenters will offer guests a 
sampling of their favorite dishes.

Bid in the silent auction for items like sports memorabilia, jewelry, original 
artwork, along with packages filled with unique experiences from pickle 
ball lessons and a sailboat ride to self-defense classes and golfing.

thank you to our major sponsors: 
tate & Lyle and Peggy Madden and dick Phillips.

tickets for the main event: $50 in advance (online at  
www.decaturarts.org or call 217-423-3189); $55 at the door.

Vino inspired People 
(V.i.P.) event

The V.I.P. event is held 
5-6:30 p.m., prior to the 
main event.  It offers guests 
select premium wines and 
exclusive food that compli-
ments the wine selection. 
Learn why the pairings are 
perfect on your palette and 
have the opportunity to pur-
chase these special wines.

In addition to fine wine and 
cuisine, you will receive first 
entrance to the main event 
with no waiting in line.

Tickets for the V.I.P. are 
$125 per person and are 
very limited, so make your 
reservation today!
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thebeat goes on}
oUr Mission:
Introduce and promote 
the arts, enhance arts 
educational opportunities, 
and increase the impact of 
and access to the arts to 
improve the quality of life 
in the community.

so Many ways to support daaC
Become a member!  Complete and return the 
membership form on the back of this ARTSbeat, or 
grab your plastic money and call 217-423-3189 or go 
to www.decaturarts.org/support-arts.

Give a gift of appreciated assets or  
provide a bequest in your will or estate 
plans. Check the “contact me” box on the member-
ship form or call Jerry Johnson. 

sponsor a program! You, a group of friends, 
or your business can help bring great programs to 
life, such as gallery exhibits, public art projects, art 
classes, events, and community art-making events.

Make a major gift to support specific pro-
grams and needs for DAAC. 

Arts Beat is published quarterly by the Decatur Area Arts Council.
217-423-3189 • 217-423-3194 (fax) • www.decaturarts.org • arts4all@decaturarts.org

Sponsored in part by a 
grant from the Illinois 
Arts Council Agency.

JERRY JOHNSON, executive director

serving the arts
ARTS FOR ALL … is not just a slogan on our logo. These three simple words 
define the Decatur Area Arts Council and its mission to create and support 
arts experiences that enrich the lives of everyone in the Decatur area, the 
novice and knowledgeable.  (See the mission statement in the top right-
hand corner of this page.)  

When we enjoy the arts, it seems magical; painting, music, dance, theatre, 
poetry.  Bringing that magic to Decatur requires a wide variety of pro-
grams, services and facilities that are made possible through the tireless 
efforts of our dedicated staff,  

Just a few of the “behind-the-scenes” tasks include:
• Identifying artists, assembling artwork, and curating shows in the gallery.
• Building arts education curriculum and finding teachers to guide eager 

students.
• Organizing and coordinating major events like a weekend art fair, live 

performances, fundraisers, and cultural trips.
• Even sweeping the floor and changing light bulbs.

Your financial support as an individual member, business sponsor, and  
local foundation make you a key part of this mission.  Without you,  
none of this would be possible.

Thank you for helping ensure the ARTS are available FOR 
ALL who are thirsty for it. 

the decatur area 
arts Council has 
been blessed by 

the service of  
stella Carnahan. 
We intend to celebrate 

her many years  
of devotion to the arts  

in our community  
with a party!

Mark Your Calendar!

friday evening, 
June 23, 2017
Madden arts  

Center
More information  
to be announced.

thank You,  
stella! 
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Celebrate National Poetry Month with us. 
This free evening will spotlight area poets 
presenting original works plus original music 
performed by Trouveur, a Millikin University 
student band.  You will hear poetic images 
that make you laugh, touch your heart and 
provoke deep thought.  

The thirteenth annual Night of Poetry wel-
comes back Millikin University professors 
Carmella Braniger, Randy Brooks, and Stephen 
Frech along with local poet Ron Lybarger.  
New presenters include Lori Henderson, Man-
gus Khan, William Reter and Gene Tanta.  All 
poets, novice or experienced, are invited to 
share their verse during the mid-evening open 
mic session. 

Our thanks to collaborator Bronze Man Books 
for teaming with DAAC to host this free event.  
Light snacks and beverages will be provided.  

arts in Central Park
Decatur Area Arts 
Council and Gallery 510 
are proud to present 
Arts in Central Park, a 
juried fine arts fair, on 
September 16 and 17, 
2017.  If you are an art-
ist and interested in be-
ing an exhibiting artist, 
we would love to hear 
from you.  

The application with 
the guidelines can be 
found online at www.
decaturarts.org or please contact us at 217-
423-3189.

application deadline is June 1, 2017.

i aM retirinG!  
After 22 years, my last 
working day at the De-
catur Area Arts Council 
(DAAC) will be Friday, June 
16, 2017.  I have had an 
amazing journey and a 
wonderful time along the 
way.

Looking back over the 
years, I have experienced:

• Working for the Arts Council when it was located 
at the Conservation District when the deer would 
greet you at your car door.

• Cleaning up, moving in, and joking about the old 
“Adult Book Store” in downtown Decatur – home 
to the Arts Council for 6 years.

• Working with an outstanding board to go through 
a successful capital campaign to purchase an old 
building, remodel it, and then move into a beauti-
ful three-story facility complete with a gallery, class-
rooms, and a large 3rd floor room for the Municipal 
Band, rentals, and many community events.

• Experiencing the death of my mentor, friend, and 
“boss,” Susan Smith, while her dream of an Arts 
Center in downtown Decatur was coming true. 

• Hosting over 130 bus trips to Chicago and St. Louis 
to see some fabulous shows in beautiful theatres.

• Scheduling and enjoying over 140 children’s pro-
grams for students in pre-k through 6th grades for 
the Performing Arts Series for Students (PASS).

• Partnering with Gallery 510 on Arts in Central Park,  
an annual fine arts fair in downtown Decatur filled 
with outstanding artists whom I call friends.

• Assisting with a committee to award thousands of 
dollars in grant funds for local arts programming.

• Serving as the interim director of the DAAC three 
different times while continuing my own job. 

So, how do you say goodbye?  The dictionary defines 
it as withdrawing or leaving.  Yes, I will be leaving 
or withdrawing from my official duties at the Arts 
Council.  However, I have made too many friends 
and acquaintances to say goodbye.  You will see me 
volunteering at gallery openings, PASS programs, Arts 
in Central Park, and possibly more.  I hope to see you 
there too. 

Thank you for your support of the Decatur Area Arts 
Council which makes the job I loved possible.

Stella Carnahan, Administrative Director
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anne lloyd gallery exhibitions

tiMe & LiGht - Dennis French
april 1-27
Are you looking at a lighting fixture or a sleek, contem-
porary sculpture?  Is it a clock or a Calderesque mobile?  
Bloomington artist Dennis French marries aesthetic de-
sign and engineering to create his one-of-a-kind “illu-
minants” and unusual clocks. While he approaches his 
illuminated forms as if industrial design meets fine art, 

his timepieces reflect 
a specific histori-
cal reference to the 
Biedermeier-style of 
art.  He pays homage 
to the Beidermeier 
influence on mod-
ernism with his own 
sometimes playful, 
sometimes formal in-
terpretation.  All are 
impeccably crafted.  

French earned his MFA in Jewelry/
Metalsmithing from the University 
of Illinois and went on to revitalize 
the jewelry/metals design program 
for Illinois State University from 
1983-2008.  His work has been 
exhibited throughout the U.S. and 
has been featured in numerous 
publications.  

Gallery walk 
april 7, 5-7:30 pm 

• Anne Lloyd Gallery: Artist talk at 6 pm.
• Blue Connection: Living Spaces, featuring artists 

Johnny Power, Kelly Sibthorp & Jamie Kotewa - 
prints, paintings, candles, drawings & ceramics.   
Artist talk at 6 pm.

• Gallery 510: Featured artist Annette Russo.  
Artist talk at 6:30 pm.

• 3rd Floor Madden Arts Center:  Macon County  
Junior High & High School Art Show, presented  
by Gallery 510

Barn CoLonY artists  
annUaL exhiBit
May 3 - 26
Whether you are partial to watercolor or oils, 
drawings or photography, the Barn Colony Art-
ists annual 
show offers 
a variety of 
work created 
by their fifty 
plus mem-
bers.  The 
group meets 
weekly at the 
Madden Arts 
Center to 
learn, en-
courage and 
support each other’s art endeavors.  This exhibit 
represents their creative results from the past 
year, showcasing many individual styles and 
subject matter ranging from portraits to land-
scapes to florals. 

Stop by and cast your vote for the People’s 
Choice Award anytime from May 5-11!  

Gallery walk 
May 5, 5-7:30 pm 

• Anne Lloyd Gallery: Barn Colony Artists.talk at 
6 pm.

• Blue Connection: Millikin B.A. Art Show - 
drawings, graphic design, printmaking and 
ceramics.  Artist talk at 6 pm.

• Gallery 510: Featured artist Rob O’Dell, water-
color paintings. Artist talk at 6:30 pm.

• 3rd Floor Madden Arts Center:  Decatur  
Public Schools Middle / High School Art Show 

Artist - Jim Morrison
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2017 internationaL  
arts exPerienCe
sYMBoLs & Motifs:   
a Chinese art JoUrneY
June 2 - July 27
In China, artistry seems to be embodied in all 
aspects of life.  Inspired by a long and rich 
history, both traditional and contemporary 
Chinese art incorporate symbols and motifs 
that tell a story about the culture.  Colors, 
animals, fruits, flowers, mythical creatures 
take on special meanings that express how 
the Chinese value longevity, peace, prosper-
ity and so much more.  These motifs appear in 
scrolls, jade carvings, lacquerware, tea ware, 
clothing and textiles, and furniture. A wide 
variety of these and other art forms on exhib-
it speak to the essence of Chinese culture. 

Many items on display come from the col-
lection of Dr. Ian Wang who is graciously 
co-curating this exhibit.  Dr. Wang is the 
curator of the Spurlock Museum at the University 
of Illinois, writes an art column for the Rantoul Press and is a 
lifelong collector and scholar of Chinese art.  We are indebted to 
Dr. Wang and others who loaned us their treasures to make this 
exhibit a reality.

opening Cultural event
friday, June 2, 5-7:30 pm. open free to the public.
• Madden Arts Center - A great evening for the whole family!

• “Tour” China through the art and text in the gallery.  
• Dabble in traditional Chinese crafts, calligraphy and speaking 

Mandarin. 
• Enjoy the strains of authentic Chinese instruments played by 

members of the Jasmine Field Orchestra as well as dancers 
and other performing artists.  

• Top off the evening with a delicious taste of Chinese cuisine.  

First Friday Gallery Walk also includes:
• Gallery 510 featured artist: Jamie Rutherford, paintings
• Blue Connection: Open

Youth field trips!
Area non-profit youth groups 
are encouraged to participate in 
DAAC’s Experience: ART field trips 
to the CHINA exhibit. For ages 7 
and up, the experience includes 
a “treasure hunt” of art elements 
to be found within the exhibit 
and a hands-on activity creating a 
traditional Chinese craft.  Contact 
Sue Powell at 217-423-3189 to ar-
range a field trip. 

international arts Camp
(Ages 5-12) 
Take a trip around 
the world without 
leaving Decatur!  
Learn about the 
exciting arts and 
cultures from 
across the globe 
as you use a vari-
ety of art materi-
als to create your 
own masterpieces. Art projects 
will include:
• China – Lanterns and Dragon 

Puppets
• Native American Totem Poles
• Peruvian Clay Animal Sculptures
• Aztec Plate Painting
• Guatemalan Weaving and Worry 

Figures

ask about our scholarships! 
Thanks to The Louise A. Fathauer Me-
morial Fund and the Mike and Barb 
Baroni Foundation scholarships are 
available for classes and field trips. 
Call 217-423-3189 for information.
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daaC Grants support  
Local arts Projects
If you are a non-profit organization, school, church, or 
municipality, Decatur Area Arts Council has grant dol-
lars available for arts programming.  Help is available 
for ideas as well as completing the application. The 
next application deadline is Monday, May 1, 2017.

Check out the application and guidelines online at 
www.decaturarts.org or give us a call at 217-423-3189.

This program is funded through the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, Tate & Lyle, the Illinois Arts Council 
Agency, and generous local donors like you.

summer 2017 Classes
dates and times to be announced.   
Keep an eye on our website!

art Camps
•	art with the Masters Camp (ages 5-12)

• Jackson Pollock, Action Painting
• Alexander Calder, Mobiles and Stables
• Janet O’Neal, Mixed Media Abstracts
• Deborah Butterfield, Horse Sculptures
• George Seurat, Pointillism Dot Paintings
•	international arts Camp (ages 5-12)

• China – Lanterns and Dragon Puppets
• Native American Totem Poles
• Peruvian Clay Animal Sculptures
• Aztec Plate Painting
• Guatemalan Weaving and Worry figures
•	recycled art Camp (ages 5-12)

• Paper Woven Bag
• Recycled “Clay” Pots
• Newspaper Geodesic Dome Forts
• Papier Mache Animal Sculptures
• Miniature Hut, Figures, and Furniture 

from Recyclables
• Recycled DVD Scratch Art

family event
•	Beauty and the Beast tea Party

saturday and afternoon classes 
(ages 8-adult)
•	Ed’s	Anime	and	Manga	Workshop	
•	tropical landscape painting
•	Gelli Printing Mixed Media houses 
•	oil Pastel owls
•	Chinese art workshop

Cocktails and Creations (adults only)
•	eiffel tower on Canvas
•	dandelion Painting on Canvas
•	tropical Beach Painting
•	sushi Making and Kokeshi Bookmarks

free senior Classes (ages 55 and up)
•	oil Pastel owls
•	tropical watercolor Landscape
•	rex ray Mixed Media Collage
•	Clay aztec animals
•	Janet	O’Neal	Painting
•	Chinese Paper Cuts

spring 2017 Classes 
register online at www.decaturarts.org  
or call 217-423-3189.

saturday Classes (ages 6-adult)  
• Ukrainian Easter Eggs - Sat., April 8
• Vibrant Watercolor Flowers - Sat., April 29
• Bentos, Kokeshis and Kites - Sat., May 6 

Cocktails and Creations (adults only)  
• Watercolor Flowers - Thurs., April 20 
• Margarita Painting on Canvas - Thurs., May 4

senior Classes (ages 55 and up)
Tues., April 4-May 9

arts edUCation
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newsbeat what’s happening on the local arts scene

the art of  
floral design
Presented by Sandy Johnson, 

Owner, Wethington’s Fresh Flowers & Gifts 

wednesday, May 17, 2017 
6:30-7:30 p.m.

Learn about how a floral designer approaches 
a project and makes color and flower recom-
mendations that best suit that project.  What 
factors influence these choices?  Where do all 
these flowers come from?  Are all flower sup-
pliers created equal?

To reserve your spot,  
email arts4all@decaturarts.org  
or call 217-423-3189.

members+
ENR ICHING YOUR ARTS  EXPER IE N C E S

daaC has rooms for rent!
Planning a special event and need a special lo-
cation? The beautiful Madden Arts Center has 
a large and a small room, with discount rates 
for non-profit organizations. Call 217-423-
3189 for more information.

Alex Berry
Claudette Davis
Marilyn Davis
Peggy Madden

board of directors

Ngozi Onuora
Chris Phillips
Josh Rohrscheib
Michael Sexton

Kyle Wiese
Rachael Wiley
Vicki Wrigley

Jerry Johnson Executive Director
Stella Carnahan Administrative Director
Sue Powell Gallery Director
Jenny Cowgill Arts Education Coordinator
Andrea Evey Events & Services Coordinator
Peggy Baity Administrative Assistant
Gwen Montgomery Administrative Assistant

Wes Shade President
Trisha Erickson Vice President
Jillian Devereux-Peters Secretary
Lance Gauble Treasurer
Dr. Alan Frigy Past President
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daaC on facebook
Join us at www.facebook.com/decaturarts 
and receive up-to-the-minute news and 
fun photos of arts around our community.

artscouncil

newsletter@You
To save paper, printing, and postage, DAAC 
would like to email the ARTSbeat newsletter 
to you.  If you aren’t sure if we currently have 
your email address, please send us a note at 
arts4all@decaturarts.org.

@decaturarts.org

Saturday,	April	29,	2017	-	10am–3pm
decatur Civic Center arena
A day of excitement, idea sharing and exploring for 
the whole family. If you love to create, tinker, and 
enjoy learning how others do what they do, then 
this event is for you! 

Last year, more than 1,000 adults and children at-
tended the Decatur Maker Fest and learned about 
3D printing, homemade foods, household prod-
ucts, gardening, drones, art and sculpture, robotics, 
music, crafts, computer programming and more!

Decatur Maker Fest is coordinated by University of 
Illinois Extension, Decatur Area Arts Council, Millikin 
University, Children’s Museum of Illinois, Decatur 
Civic Center and Macon Makers.



our programs are colorful:
Decatur Area Arts Council
coordinates and promotes a
broad range of arts activities
for Macon County,
Assumption, Clinton,
Moweaqua, Pana, and
Taylorville, IL.

Madden arts Center
M-F 8:30-4:30 Sat 10-2

125 N. Water St.   Decatur, IL 62523

Return Service Requested

o I have enclosed a check made out to the Decatur Area Arts Council.

o Please charge my credit card 

No.___________________________________________  Exp. ____________

Signature ___________________________________________  CVC_______

o I am including my company’s matching gift form.

o Please contact me about providing for the arts in my will or estate plan.

o Please contact me with information about making a gift of  
appreciated stock.

o I have included DAAC in my estate plans.

o Please contact me about volunteer opportunities.

MEMBER BENEFITS Class/ 
Program  
Discount

Newsletter & 
Special Event 

Invitations

Free
Member-Only 

Programs
Free  

Classes
Room Rental 

DiscountChoose your membership level

Individual $35 * * *

Family $50 * * *

Patron $100 * * * One/year

Contributor $250 * * * Two/year 20%

Sustainer $500 * * * Three/year 35%

Investor $1000+ * * * Four/year 50%


