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YOUNG ARTISTS SHOWCASE

REVELATIONS

Artist: Glen C. Davies

wine, food, friends, the arts
Corks & Forks returns for its 18th year on Thursday, April 19 from 6:30 to 
9:30 p.m. at the Decatur Conference Center and Hotel. The Decatur Area 
Arts Council will again welcome nearly 600 guests for an evening of fine 

wine and cuisine from the 
area’s finest food establish-
ments and caterers. 

Hosts Chris & Sarah Funk and 
Ryan & Jenna McCrady invite 
you to join friends and neigh-
bors for the premiere social 
event of Decatur’s spring 
season. Celebrate this terrific 
annual fundraiser while sup-
porting the work of the Decatur 
Area Arts Council. 

The Decanter Fine Wine and 
Spirits is again coordinating 

the wine selections. A small quantity of beers and fine liquor will also be 
available for tasting. Guests receive a discount on any wines purchased at 
the event, with a portion of those sales further benefiting the Arts Coun-
cil.  More than 20 culinary presenters will offer guests a sampling of their 
favorite dishes.

The silent auction will feature event tickets, jewelry, collectibles, original 
artwork, along with packages filled with unique experiences.

thank you to our major sponsor: staley family foundation

tickets for the main event: $50 in advance (online at  
www.decaturarts.org or call 217-423-3189); $55 at the door.

ViP event
new this year is a themed 
version of the ViP dinner 
featuring a five-course seat-
ed meal of french cuisine 
and wine pairing exclusive 
to the ViP experience. 

Learn why the pairings are 
perfect on your palette and 
have the opportunity to pur-
chase these special wines.

The VIP Event is held 5-6:30 
p.m., prior to the main event.  
In addition to fine wine and 
cuisine, you will receive first 
entrance to the main event.

tickets for the ViP are $125 
per person and are very  
limited, so make your  
reservation today!

1968 - 2O18
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thebeat goes on}
oUr Mission:
Introduce and promote 
the arts, enhance arts 
educational opportunities, 
and increase the impact of 
and access to the arts to 
improve the quality of life 
in the community.

so Many ways to support daaC
Become a member!  Complete and return the 
membership form on the back of this ARTSbeat, or 
grab your plastic money and call 217-423-3189 or go 
to www.decaturarts.org/support-arts.

Give a gift of appreciated assets or  
provide a bequest in your will or estate 
plans. Check the “contact me” box on the member-
ship form or call Jerry Johnson. 

sponsor a program! You, a group of friends, 
or your business can help bring great programs 
to life, such as gallery exhibits, public art projects, 
art classes, community art-making events, and, of 
course, fundraisers.

Make a major gift to support specific pro-
grams and needs for DAAC. 

Arts Beat is published quarterly by the Decatur Area Arts Council.
217-423-3189 • 217-423-3194 (fax) • www.decaturarts.org • arts4all@decaturarts.org

Sponsored in part by a 
grant from the Illinois 
Arts Council Agency.

what Makes  
a Great Photo?
Presented Terry Stoa, 
President, Decatur Camera Club 

wednesday, May 9, 2018 
6:30-7:30 p.m.

Have you ever thought about what 
makes a really “great” photo? Why 
do you like certain photos bet-
ter than others?  Learn to better 
understand the elements of a great 
photo and to improve your own 
photography. 

Light refreshments served.

To reserve your spot,  
email arts4all@decaturarts.org  
or call 217-423-3189.

members+
ENR ICHING YOUR ARTS  EXPER IE N C E S

JERRY JOHNSON, executive director

You are the heroes 
The people of this community can be very proud of what they 
have accomplished through the Arts Council over the past 50 
years. It is only with the dedication and hard work of so many 
of you that the arts have thrived 
in Decatur. 

Since 1968, thousands of people 
have demonstrated their appre-
ciation for the arts through their 
contribution of time and talent, 
as well as financial support, to 
the Arts Council. They (and that 
means ‘you’) are the heroes of this story, contributing what 
they can, when they can... a continuing saga of struggle and 
success; occasional setbacks and crowning achievements.

You understand that the arts are an important part of what 
makes our community special. You are the fuel that fires the 
imagination and creativity in our community, as an artist, vol-
unteer, donor, board member, or business sponsor.

The Arts Council thanks you, but more importantly, the people 
of our community thank you. So, keep up the good work and 
know that you are making a difference and you are appreci-
ated.

2018 is a major milestone 
for the decatur area arts 
Council, marking the 50th 
year of the remarkable 
journey that daaC has 
made with the decatur 
community!  
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Volunteer opportunities!
First Friday Gallery Walks
Do you like to cook and cater your own parties?  Have 
some great easy appetizer ideas?  We need your exper-
tise and help to plan and prepare gallery reception hors 
d’oeuvres for First Friday gatherings.  If you are interested 
in the opportunity, please contact Gallery Director, Sue 
Powell at 217-423-3189.

PASS Programs
Assist local school children on their visits to our PASS pro-
grams at Kirkland Fine Arts Center. Ushers are needed to 
direct eager young theatre-goers from their buses into the 
building and then from the front door to their seats in the 
auditorium. Contact Administrative Director Kim Fouse at 
217-423-3189.

summer 2018  
arts Classes
here is a taste of the fun arts class-
es and workshops we’ll be offering 
this summer. 

Advance registration is required. For 
information or to register, visit www.
decaturarts.org or call 217-423-3189.

art Camp
• International Arts Camp: African coun-

tries, Japan, Mexico and India

workshops
• Superhero and Villains: Drawing in-

struction, games, prizes, snacks and 
more!

• Stop-Action Animation
• Mixed Media - Gelli Printing & Painting 

on Canvas
• Polymer Clay Animals

Lots of art instruction series
• Painting
• Drawing
• Printmaking 
• Mixed Media

art with the Masters series  
• Kandinsky, Matisse, Stella, Chihuly, 

Nevelson

film series 
• For Film Buffs: Discussion, BYOB and 

snacks, popcorn and water provided
• For Kids-Pixar & Beyond: Discussion, 

art, popcorn and water provided

family events
• Lego Blind Bag Bash
• American Girl Doll and Friends Luau 

Cocktails and Creation series:
• Lots of Canvas and Mixed Media

Pre-K africa!  
• A visit to the Gallery and multiple arts 

experiences for ages 2-5

Celebrate with  
an artistic flair!
arty Parties
From pre-school kids to adults, the Madden Arts Center 
is the place to have a party if you love art!  We provide 
a quality art teacher and an hour-long art project in the 
Studio and you provide the cake, balloons, games and 
all the rest.  Package prices vary depending on materials 
and number of guests.

Custom Classes
If you have a group, club, organization or just a group 
of friends who want to create art, we can put together a 
custom class to suit your needs.  

We have created custom classes designed to fill the 
interests and needs for groups like Boy and Girl Scouts, 
4-H, teachers, preschoolers, women’s clubs, and local 
businesses.

For more info, call Jenny at 217-423-3189.
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anne lloyd gallery exhibitions

Preston JaCKson:  
a show of oBserVation
april 4-28     Sponsored by 

Preston Jackson grew up as 
one of ten children right here 
in Decatur.  At an early age, he 
showed skill as a storyteller and 
artist – skills that have informed a lifetime of creating award-
winning art.  His work focuses on social commentary through 
narratives that emphasize details and personalities of our 
past. His images challenge viewers to contemplate who we 
are, where we came from and where we are headed.  This 

exhibit features both cast 
bronze sculptures and 
bold paintings. In many 
pieces, animals appear as 
subjects, not only to refer-
ence conservation but also 
as symbols representing 
the interaction of human 
beings with each other.  
Jackson says, “The work 
is about social awareness, 
and speaks of my respect 

for all living things and how closely we are all connected.”  

Jackson was chosen as a 1998 Laureate of the Lincoln Acad-
emy of Illinois, the highest honor given to individuals in the 
State.  He is professor emeritus of sculpture at the School of 
the Art Institute of Chicago and was a founder of the Con-
temporary Art Center in Peoria.

Gallery walk 
friday, april 6, 5-7:30 pm
• 50th Anniversary Guest of Honor - Joan Avis
• Madden Arts Center 3rd Floor: Macon County  

Junior High & High School Art Show,  
presented by Gallery 510

• Gallery 510:  Jane Frey, paintings 
Artist talk at 6:30 pm.

• Blue Connection: Michael Holmberg, ceramics 
Artist talk at 6 pm.

• The ArtFarm:  Laura Webb, photography

Barn CoLonY artists 
annUaL exhiBit
May 3 - 25
Whether you are a lover of watercolor 
paintings or oils, drawings or photogra-
phy, the Barn 
Colony Artists 
annual show 
offers a variety 
of work created 
by their fifty plus 
members.  The 
group meets 
weekly at the 
Madden Arts 
Center to learn, 
encourage and 
support each other’s art endeavors.  This 
exhibit represents their creative results 
from the past year, showcasing many in-
dividual styles and subject matter ranging 
from portraits to landscapes to florals. 

Stop by and cast your vote for the  
People’s Choice Award anytime from  
May 3-18!  

Gallery walk 
May 4, 5-7:30 pm 
• Madden Arts Center 3rd Floor:  

Decatur Public Schools Middle /  
High School Art Show

• Gallery 510: Shirley Buescher, paintings  
Artist talk at 6:30 pm

• Blue Connection: Johnny Power, pho-
tography - Artist talk at 6 pm

Artist - Miguel Duban
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2017 internationaL arts exPerienCe

          exhibit:  June 1-July 28

The second largest continent in the 
world, Africa is home to extreme cultural diversity, natural won-
ders, the remains of ancient civilizations, indigenous traditions 
and European influences.  While each country and each culture 
treasures its own uniqueness, throughout Africa the human figure 
is the primary artistic subject matter and visual abstraction pre-
dominates.  Three-di-
mensional work can be 
found more easily than 
paintings and even tex-
tiles take on a 3D nature 
as they are often worn.  
Valuing both design and 
utility, Africans don’t 
differentiate between 
crafts and art.  Beauty 
and practicality fuse in 
handmade masks, bas-
kets, pottery, beadwork, 
and metalwork.

We are honored to feature colorful paintings by Ibiyinka Olu-
femi Alao, Nigeria’s art ambassador, whose works have received 
worldwide recognition for their traditional African viewpoint and 
voice for African culture.  Through the generosity of many private 
collectors and area museums, this exhibit tells the story of Africa’s 
vastness and variety through art and artifacts from Morocco to 
Egypt, from Kenya in the east to Ghana in the west and down into 
South Africa.  

opening Cultural event
friday, June 1, 5-7:30 pm. open free to the public.
“Tour” the continent through the art and text in the gallery. Cre-
ate your own African weaving, Ndebele hut, mask, or figure. Enjoy 
the lively rhythms of authentic African music and the energy of 
dancers.  Meet Nigerian artist, Ibiyinka Alao.  Be entertained by 
an engaging storyteller presenting traditional African tales and 
top off the evening with a taste of cuisine from various regions of 
Africa, prepared by Chef Nick at Bizou.  It’s a great outing for the 
whole family!

First Friday Gallery Walk also includes:
• 50th Anniversary Guest of Honor - Kathy Locke
• Gallery 510: Rae Nell Spencer, paintings - Artist talk at 6:30 pm
• Blue Connection: Open

Sponsored by

Youth field trips!
Area non-profit youth groups 
are encouraged to participate in 
DAAC’s Experience: ART field trips 
to the AFRICA exhibit. For ages 7 
and up, the experience includes 
a “treasure hunt” of art elements 
to be found within the exhibit 
and a hands-on activity creating a 
traditional African craft.  Contact 
Sue Powell at 217-423-3189 to ar-
range a field trip.  Scholarships are 
available thanks to a grant from 
Rotary Club of Decatur #180.

international arts Camp
(Ages 5-12) 
Take a trip around the world with-
out leaving Decatur!  Learn about 
the exciting arts and cultures from 
across the globe as you use a vari-
ety of art materials to create your 
own masterpieces. 

Projects will include these coun-
tries:
• African countries
• Japan
• Mexico
• India

Visit www.decaturarts.org or call 
217-423-3189 for more informa-
tion.

The Music Party by Ibiyinka Alao
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artists invited to aiCP
Decatur Area Arts Council and Gallery 510 are 
proud to present Arts in Central Park, a juried 
fine arts fair, on September 15 and 16, 2018.  
If you are an artist and interested in partici-
pating, we would love to hear from you.  The 
application with the guidelines can be found 
online at www.decaturarts.org or please con-
tact us at 217-423-3189.  

application deadline is June 1, 2018.

Celebrate National Poetry Month!  Join us 
for the 14th annual Night of Poetry, an 
evening that spotlights area poets present-
ing original works and features original 
music performed by Nick Scarpinato, a Mil-
likin University student. Area published po-
ets include Randy Brooks, Stephen Frech, 
Will Reger and Phil Shils.  New to our stage 
will be Jennifer Hudson and Duane John-
son who brings a unique Korean poetry 
form called Sijo.  Older than haiku but sim-
ilarly short, Sijo are meant to be songs and 
have a lyrical feel with a surprising end-
ing “twist”.  As you listen to these poets, 
you will encounter images that make you 
laugh, touch your heart and provoke deep 
thought.  A mid-evening open mic session 
offers others, novice or experienced poets, 
a chance to share their verse. Light snacks 
and beverages will be provided. 

Our thanks to collaborator Bronze Man 
Books for teaming with DAAC to host this 
free event.

want to Paint a Mural?
Artists’ proposals for three new murals to be painted in 
2018 are being accepted by the Decatur Area Arts Coun-
cil’s Decatur Mural Project Committee.

Submissions are due by April 27, 2018. That gives you 
several more weeks to come up 
with something fabulous!

The locations are:
• 200 block E. William St. (North 

wall facing William St.)
• 135 E. Prairie St. (West alley 

wall)

Artists may submit more than 
one design for any location. The 
Mural Project will pay the artist a 
stipend of $1,500 upon comple-
tion of the mural. Preference will 
be given to designs with uplift-
ing/positive themes as well as 
those with bold, simple, graphic 
elements. Designs should be suit-
able for viewing by all ages. 

For more detailed information on 
proposal requirements and how 
to submit a proposal, download 
the Request for Proposals docu-
ment at www.decaturarts.org/
murals.

The Decatur Mural Project was 
established in 2012 to create 
partnerships with artists, property owners, and sponsors 
or funding agencies for the beautification of Decatur 
buildings and to showcase local artists.



7

newsbeat what’s happening on the local arts scene

Claudette Davis
Marilyn Davis
Dr. Alan Frigy
Peggy Madden

board of directors

Dan Martini
Ngozi Onuora
Chris Phillips
Michael Sexton

Kyle Wiese
Vicki Wrigley
Andrew Young

Jerry Johnson Executive Director
Kimberly Fouse Administrative Director
Sue Powell Gallery Director
Jenny Cowgill Arts Education Coordinator
Lindsey Harrison Events & Services Coordinator
Gwen Montgomery Administrative Assistant
Shari Cain Administrative Assistant

Trisha Erickson President
Jillian Devereux-Peters Vice President
Alex Berry Secretary
Lance Gauble Treasurer
Wes Shade Past President
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daaC on facebook
Join us at www.facebook.com/decaturarts 
and receive up-to-the-minute news and 
fun photos of arts around our community.

artscouncil
daaC Grants  
support Local arts
The following not-for-profit organizations were awarded 
grants from the February 2018 deadline.

•	Pipe Dreams Studio Theatre - Uprading sound equipment.
•	Macon Resources, Inc. - Offer dance classes for individuals 

with developmental disibility.
•	Millikin University Preparatory Department - Rock University, 

a program for middle and high school students to partici-
pate in a rock band experience.

If you are a non-profit organization, school, church, or mu-
nicipality, Decatur Area Arts Council has grant dollars avail-
able for arts programming.  Help is available for ideas, as well 
as completing the application. Check out our Community and 
Education Grant Program Guidelines and Application online 
at www.decaturarts.org/grants.

the next application deadline is May 1, 2018.

Funds for this program are provided by National Endowment 
for the Arts, Illinois Arts Council Agency, Nims Foundation, 
and DAAC supportors.

Students	at	Rock	University	rehearse	in	Millikin’s	Kaeuper	Hall.

Learn More 
About DAAC’s 
Past 50 Years
www.decaturarts.org/DAAC50 

Read blogs and watch videos about the 
many amazing people and programs.that 
shaped the Decatur Area Arts Council 
since it was founded in 1968. Stories like:

• The Beginning of the Decatur Area Arts 
Council

• Paul Taylor Dance Company Residency
• The Growth of the P.A.S.S. Program
• Decatur’s Juried Fine Arts Fair (Arts in 

Central Park)

donate Your  
Birthday as a  
facebook fundraiser
We’re asking our loyal Facebook Friends 
to celebrate their birthdays by creating 
a Facebook fundraiser to commemorate 
the DAAC’s 50th Birthday!

All money raised will go to support the 
many great arts education programs and 
artistic experiences for all ages in our 
community! Thanks so much!

It only takes a few easy steps to setup 
your Facebook fundraiser,  Go to www.
decaturarts.org/DAAC50 to find out how.



our programs are colorful:
Decatur Area Arts Council
coordinates and promotes a
broad range of arts activities
for Macon County,
Assumption, Clinton,
Moweaqua, Pana, and
Taylorville, IL.

Madden arts Center
M-F 8:30-4:30 Sat 10-2

125 N. Water St.   Decatur, IL 62523

Return Service Requested

o I have enclosed a check made out to the Decatur Area Arts Council.

o Please charge my credit card 

No.___________________________________________  Exp. ____________

Signature ___________________________________________  CVC_______

o I am including my company’s matching gift form.

o Please contact me about providing for the arts in my will or estate plan.

o Please contact me with information about making a gift of  
appreciated stock.

o I have included DAAC in my estate plans.

o Please contact me about volunteer opportunities.

MEMBER BENEFITS Class/ 
Program  
Discount

Newsletter & 
Special Event 

Invitations

Free
Member-Only 

Programs
Free  

Classes
Room Rental 

DiscountChoose your giving level

Individual $35 * * *

Family $50 * * *

Patron $100 * * * One/year

Contributor $250 * * * Two/year 20%

Sustainer $500 * * * Three/year 35%

Investor $1000+ * * * Four/year 50%


